
Image of Month August 2009: Tattoos and the ED 
 

["tattoo", the skin markings, not the military signal, later a drumbeat < tatu, a Polynesian word 

meaning the skin markings of a tattoo, thanks to Captain Cook, 1769] 

 

 

Answer #1: This is a tattoo of the character Pinhead in the movie Hellraiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer #2: A Nazi prison camp tattoo identification number on the forearm of an 

elderly (mid-80’s) Jewish Holocaust survivor. 
 

This practice, which originated in Auschwitz, was particularly offensive to Jews, violating an OT 
injunction against tattoos (Leviticus, Chapter 19: verse 28): 
 
28: Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am 
the LORD 
 
She could be no younger than ~ 75 obviously, and would likely be 85-100 years old. 
 
The mother-in-law of a physician, this patient originally came from an Eastern European country 
and received the tattoo there (I did not ask personal questions regarding which camp, et cet.) 
and is Jewish. Her husband, who accompanied her, had one on his left volar forearm as well! 
 

For an astounding story (?true - an Israeli friend of mine is not sure but says that he’s heard 

even more amazing stories concerning Holocaust survivors and chance), please read: 

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/hillel/hillel_2003_07_18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/hillel/hillel_2003_07_18


Answer #3: This waitress used her tattoo as a medi-alert bracelet! 
 

I had not seen this before. If you see this on patient, or similar disease identification, it may be 

serving similar purpose. According to references below, this is a growing practice that many 

medical providers deplore for its inferior ability to communicate important information compared 

to conventional medical bracelets. 

 

 

 

Answer #4: Tattoo as (forensic) identification. 
 

We had an unfortunate young person whom we could only identify, initiially, by description of 

tattoos by family over the telephone. I did not use that patient’s tattoo but used one from the 

internet (see below). 

 

 

 

Answer #5: Ethnobotanical tattooing of gingiva, as seen in patient (not mine and 

not in our ED) from Ethiopia, for analgesia using Datura stramonium. (see Brooks 

and Reynolds reference, including online full text, below) 
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